
                   

      

    
                                               

       The Baptism of the Lord  Year A -  11th January 2026  
 

Baptism – when our life in Christ begins 
 

The Gospels recount how Jesus began his public ministry by choosing to be baptised by John in the River                   
Jordan.  As on many occasions, Jesus uses an opportunity to demonstrate how continuity and discontinuity are 
both important.  He didn’t ‘need’ to be baptised in the way that we do to become members of the Church.  But by 
tracking John down where he had been baptising people for quite some time, and receiving baptism at his hands, 
Jesus indicates that he is indeed the one about whom John had preached.  He shows continuity with the past as 
John then pulls back and points people towards Jesus, the Messiah, “the one about whom I spoke.”  But there is 
something very new here too, discontinuity.  Jesus takes this symbol of baptism and adds to it a whole new                
dimension.  Baptism is no longer simply a sign of washing away the past, the forgiveness of sins.  Now it has new 
meaning: baptism heralds the beginning of a new life in Christ.  The use of a white garment when we celebrate 
baptism today is a sign of taking on that new life. 
 

Baptism, together with Confirmation and the Eucharist, are the Sacraments of Initiation: by receiving all three we 
become full members of the Church, the Body of Christ.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes                 
baptism in this way: ‘Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the 
door which gives access to the other sacraments.  Through baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons 
and daughters of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers of her 
mission.  Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.’ [n.1213] 
 

So important, so momentous, so life-changing is baptism we celebrate it only once in a lifetime.  For many of us it 
came when we were young, unaware of what was happening.  But just as our parents wanted the best for us and 
worked to ensure we had every opportunity in life, so they felt it was vital to have us baptised.  This gift came to 
most of us early in life.  We are never re-baptised (for example, when becoming part of the Catholic Church                  
having belonged to a different denomination).  Baptism is only necessary once.  However, there are opportunities 
to renew the Promises of Baptism as an expression and statement of our faith.  We remind ourselves of that start 
in baptism every time we enter a church, dip our fingers in the blessed water near the door, and make the Sign of 
the Cross.  It connects us to that founding act of being baptised.  As the Catechism says, it is ‘the gateway to life 
in the Spirit.’  Everything else flows as a result. 
 

When celebrating baptism, I often think that one of the key moments in the liturgy is right at the beginning when 
the celebrant asks the parents whether they are ready to do what they can to hand on the faith to their child.  
They say ‘yes, we are’.  For that to work we, and all parents, accept a duty which requires us to nurture and                
develop our own faith which enables us to continue to hand it on to the next generation.  The journey doesn’t end 
when a child is baptised – on the contrary, that’s when the journey begins.          Fr John 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BOSCOMBE invite you to join together in the Week of Prayer for Christian     
Unity 2026 at  12noon - 12.30 pm each day.   
 

• Monday 19th January, St James     • Tuesday 20th January, St Andrew’s     •  Wednesday 21st January, St George’s 
• Thursday 22nd January, Rosebery Park      •  Friday 23rd January, Corpus Christi 
 

Our times of prayer will be followed by a light lunch, e.g., soup and a roll.   www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer 
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR:   Sat 17: St Anthony of Egypt  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM RESPONSE:   With joy you will draw water from the springs of salvation. 

 
 

Our Parish is part of the  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  

[Bishop Philip Egan]    
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/e-news/ 

 

Member of Churches Together in Boscombe:   
      http://www.ctib.community/      

Royal Bournemouth Hospital/Christchurch 
Hospital For Chaplaincy call 03000194221 
(Catholic Mass - 1st Wed of month at 6pm)   
 

Poole Hospital For Chaplaincy call:  0300 019 
2167 (Catholic Mass Thurs 6.30pm) 

SUNDAY MASSES:    
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm & Sunday 10.00am & 5.00pm  
  

  This parish livestreams Masses (6.00pm & 10.00am,    
   on YouTube or via our website) & other events.  
  Please see notices in the church for further details.  

 

DAILY MASS: Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10.00am  &  Wed 9am                         
                    

HOLY DAY MASSES: 10.00am & 7.00pm    
 

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 10.30am - 11.30am  &   5.30pm - 5.50pm 
 

   ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT    
Monday and Thursday after 10am Mass until 11am.   

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer


CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD We look forward to meeting with the children today (11th)  & on 25th 
January at Sunday 10am Mass. As a guideline this Liturgy is for children between  4 & 7 years of age. Parents 
please remember to sign in.  The CLOW team.   

 
ACI FAMILY EVENING GROUP MEETING – Tuesday 13th January at 7pm in the Memorial room.                
We are a local lay group who interact with other ACI groups in many different countries. We come together 

once a month. We support each other through friendship and union. With our interaction with the Handmaids of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, we share their charism and deepen our spirituality and understanding through Saint Raphaela 
Mary.  Come and see, all are welcome. 
 
YOUTH MASS starts up again at Corpus Christi, Sunday 1st February, at 5pm followed by                      
refreshments. All welcome  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP (Carlo Club)  New Year Meal on Thursday 29th January. Contact Nicola on 
07932 142594 for further details 
 
REPOSITORY: We now have the New Daily Missal (£70), Weekday Missal (£55) & Sunday Missal (£20) in the                      
Repository. We also have a few 2026 Calendars & Diaries left.  If you would like to purchase a Calendar (£1) or Diary 
(£3.60) but attend the 6pm Saturday mass or 5pm Sunday mass then please text me on 07969849099 & I will meet 
you before the mass so you can purchase the item. Thank you. 
 
NEW PASTORAL FACEBOOK PAGE  Our new Pastoral Area now has a Facebook Page, called “Coast Catholics 
Bournemouth-Christchurch”, to share information across our area. Please visit it, like it and share with others. You can 
access the page via this link: www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583334070125   Or search Facebook for Coast 
Catholics Bournemouth-Christchurch 
 
CORPUS CHRISTI PRIMARY SCHOOL VACANCIES: The governors of Corpus Christi wish to appoint a fixed Term 
Classroom Teacher to 31st August 2026 (potential to become permanent) who is passionate, highly motivated, 
enthusiastic and hardworking. Closing date is midday Monday 12th January 2026. If you are interested please go 
to the school website www.cccpschool.co.uk (under key information, vacancies) or telephone the school office on 
01202 427544 to request an application form.  
CONSULTATION PROCESS for Corpus Christi Primary School Admissions Policy, with a proposal to include the    
Pre-School within our oversubscription criteria, closes on 24th January 2026. We are interested to hear the views and 
gather feedback from all interested parties. If you wish to respond to this consultation, please do so in writing via 
email: susan.solly@cccpschool.com 
 

OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS NEED YOU!  Are you a Catholic currently teaching in a non-Catholic 
school? Have you considered applying for a post in one of our schools but are unsure how they are 
different and whether your application would be welcomed? Find out the answers to these questions 
and any others you may have about working in a Catholic school by attending our online webinar, 
‘Come to work in our Catholic schools’ being held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 13 January 2026.                 

The webinar will last approximately one hour. Please register your interest in attending by going to:                        
https://staging.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/caso/events-booking/  
 
**POSTPONED** - “LIVING WITH DEMENTIA” EVENT  Unfortunately, due to personal circumstances, our speaker 
is no longer able to come to St Joseph’s Christchurch on Saturday 7th February, so this event will now have to be  
postponed. Hopefully we will be able to rearrange for later this year – watch this space… 

 
THE POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 2026  For prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that praying 
with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build 
a more fraternal and missionary Church.  

 

VOCATIONS: "This is my beloved Son; with whom I am well pleased."  God’s delight in His Son mirrors the joy He 
takes in those who follow His call. As a child of God, He desires what is best for you. Take time this week to pray and 
listen for His guidance in how He wants you to serve Him. Talk to your priest or contact Cn. John 
Cooke. vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318 869  
 

INTENTIONS: For our parish, that we honour our baptismal call, fostering a culture where vocations to the priesthood, 
consecrated life, and holy marriage are recognized, encouraged, and celebrated, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS  are Friday mornings 10.30 -11.30am and at Saturday evening & Sunday Masses. Gifts 
may be dropped off in church porch.  TINNED & packet FOODS always appreciated. Thank you for your continued 
generosity.   

TO SET UP A STANDING ORDER  (Can be Gift Aided)  Go to your bank:  You will need  the parish            
business bank details,  which are:  CDP BOURNEMOUTH CORPUS CHRISTI  Sort code 30-93-04.   
Parish Account number: 01786041 Or donate online at our website:                                                         
http://www.corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/  or on our  Facebook page or to donate via Give As 
You Live,  click on the QR CODE   
GIFT AID If you are a UK taxpayer please consider Gift Aiding your  donation. The parish can reclaim 
25p for every £1 donated, at no extra cost to you.  To join the Gift Aid scheme, or if you want an annual 
box of offertory envelopes, please send contact details to:  accounts@corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No.1199568    


