
                   

      

    
 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT Year C 15th December  2024 
 

Slaughter of the Innocents 
You might read that title and think it refers to the male children ruthlessly murdered by King Herod who was worried 
that a child had been born who might challenge his authority.  We mark that day of the Holy Innocents just after             
Christmas. 
 

But no, Iôm writing in the wake of the conviction of a father and his wife who tortured, beat and killed his daughter, Sara 
Sharif.  What happened to her is truly heartbreaking ï and at the hands of the very people she should have been able 
to trust.  She suffered throughout her short life.  In the house was a cricket bat which had her blood on it; a steel pole 
had also been used on her.  When she died her despicable parents left her, with umpteen broken bones, under a duvet 
on her bed as they took the other five children and fled to Pakistan.  Sara was never taken to hospital.  [Incidentally, 
those other children are still in Pakistan facing a very uncertain future.] 
 

There will now be enquiries and ólessons to learnô.  But those of us who have been around a few years have heard it all 
before.  In this country children like Victoria Climbie, Baby Peter and many others were killed and the authorities          
promised change.  But murder and serious injury are being inflicted on children on a scale which is shocking.  When 
will it stop?  One conclusion which emerges from every one of these enquiries is that the various authorities need to 
communicate better between them.  Teachers and Schools have heavy responsibilities to raise concerns but then in 
Saraôs case, her father removed her from the Primary School so that she would be óhome schooledô.  Neighbours have 
said they often saw her hanging out washing in the garden, they felt concerned and uneasy, but no one rang Social 
Services to report their anxieties for Sara. 
 

Our Schools are a place of safety with the well-being of children at their heart.  It worries me when I hear that children 
have been ótaken out of schoolô and are being óhome schooledô.  Of course, there can be exceptional situations where 
an individual child cannot cope with mainstream schooling and special provision needs to be made.  But for the               
majority of children where parents decide to óhome schoolô I wonder why.  Why would deny your child the chance to 
take part in a Nativity Play dressed as a shepherd, king or angel?  Why deny them the opportunity to mix with children 
of their own age, make friends and, yes, fall out occasionally?  Why remove the daily social interaction that most of us 
grew up with and which has helped us to become rounded individuals?  I could go on.   
 

One of the reasons in this country that the Catholic community invested so many resources, effort and time in providing 
schools for Catholic families was our conviction that these places provide for vital aspects in a childôs upbringing ï 
alongside their parents.  I wonder whether Catholic families today value our schools in quite the way we did a number 
of years ago.  Iôm convinced they are doing tremendous work every day, and we should treasure them.     Father John  

 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE FOR ADVENT  Wednesday 18 December at 7pm.  At the service 
there will be  a number of priests available for individual Confession.  All welcome.   
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025. ñThere is a meeting for all the Candidates who have signed up,                 
TODAY (15th) at 3pm in the Memorial Room.  This is really an introduction and is for the young people ï not 
parents.  At this meeting (lasting around one hour) all will be explained about the coming months so that when 
January comes we can hit the ground running.ò Fr John  
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OUR PARISH 
MOTTO   

òONLY JESUSó 

PARISH WEBSITE: www.corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/               Network: CC_Public    Password: church20   

LITURGICAL CALENDAR:  All Liturgy of the day.   Today is Gaudete Sunday - rejoice with joy.  
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM RESPONSE:  Shout aloud and sing praise,  for great in your midst is the Holy 

One of Israel.  

 
 

Our Parish is part of the  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  

[Bishop Philip Egan]    
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/e-news/ 

 

Member of Churches Together in Boscombe:   
      http://www.ctib.community/       

Royal Bournemouth Hospital/Christchurch 
Hospital For Chaplaincy call 03000194221 
(Catholic Mass - 1st Wed of month at 6pm)   
 

Poole Hospital For Chaplaincy call:  0300 019 
2167 (Catholic Mass Thurs 6.30pm) 

SUNDAY MASSES:    
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm & Sunday 10.00am & 5.00pm  
  
  This parish livestreams Masses (6.00pm & 10.00am,    
   on YouTube or via our website) & other events.  
  Please see notices in the church for further details.  

 

DAILY MASS: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10.00am &  Wed 9.00am                       
                                                                             

HOLY DAY MASSES: 10.00am & 7.00pm    
 

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 10.30am -11.30am  &   5.30pm - 5.50pm 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT    
Monday and Thursday after 10am Mass until 11am.   



TO SET UP A STANDING ORDER  (Can be Gift Aided)  Go to your bank:  You will need  the parish            
business bank details,  which are:  CDP BOURNEMOUTH CORPUS CHRISTI  Sort code 30-93-04.   
Parish Account number: 01786041 Or donate online at our website:                                                         
http://www.corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/  or on our  Facebook page or to donate via Give As 
You Live,  click on the QR CODE   
GIFT AID If you are a UK taxpayer please consider Gift Aiding your  donation. The parish can reclaim 25p 
for every Ã1 donated, at no extra cost to you.  To join the Gift Aid scheme, or if you want an annual box of 
offertory envelopes, please send contact details to:  accounts@corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No.1199568    

SIGN UP SHEETS for Ministries over the Christmas period are now at the back of Church. Would all Readers,                 
Eucharistic Ministers, and Welcomers - please sign up today. Thank you.  
 
PARISH CHRISTMAS CARDS.  Please take home a copy of our Parish Christmas card that gives dates and times of 
services over Christmas and New Year. Available from back of Church. Services can also be found on our website. 
Christmas time: Tuesday 24th December ï Christmas Eve: Mass 10.00am; 6.00pm Blessing of the Crib with First 
Mass of Christmas 8.30pm Carols & Readings 9.00pm Christmas Night Mass  
WEDNESDAY 25th December Christmas Day Morning Mass at 10.00am (No other Masses today) 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE BOX To try and keep the church a ñtidy zoneò please, if you want to leave           
Christmas cards for fellow parishioners, use the Christmas Card Exchange Box. The box will not be managed  
by the Parish Office and any cards not collected by 1st week in January will be recycled.   Merry Christmas 

 
 THE POPEôS INTENTIONS FOR  DECEMBER  FOR PILGRIMS OF HOPE Let us pray that this Jubilee 
strengthen us in our faith, helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives,                     
transforming us into pilgrims of Christian hope. Francis.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2025 Next childrenôs session will be in Church on Saturday 11th Jan 2025 at 
1.30pm to 3.00pm. Please ensure that your child is there in good time to start promptly. Also please be 
prompt in picking your child up at the end of the session. Thank you. 

 
CHILDRENôS LITURGY OF THE WORD We look forward to meeting with the children on 22nd December 
at 10am Sunday Mass. As a general guideline this  Liturgy is for children between  4 and 7 years of age.               
Parents please  remember to sign in. CLOW team .   
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BOSCOMBE  The annual carol singing in Boscombe Precinct will be at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday 21st December. Please come along & join in the singing or just listen!!  See poster. All welcome.  

 

MENS CLOTHING FOR THE DIGNITY CENTRE BOURNEMOUTH  Thank you for your continued support for asylum 
seekers. It has been very welcome. If you can, winter weight jackets and jumpers for men only, over the next few 
months are needed.  Please leave in box in porch. Lighter clothing, T shirts etc will recommence end of January.  
 

ST PETERôS PRIMARY SCHOOL Tour for parents whose children are going into Reception in September 
2025.  Families wishing to attend should contact the school to book by phoning 01202 421141 Ext 2298 or email                   
admissions@st-peters.bournemouth.sch.uk    Book now - last tour will be Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 9.15am  
 

INTRODUCING JUBILEE ï online session ï 18th January 2025 10:30am-midday.  All are welcome to join us for A 
general introduction to the Jubilee Year with special guests including Fr Jan Nowotnik, Director of Mission for the 
Catholic Bishopôs Conference, Christine Allen, CAFOD Director, and Kayode Akintola, CAFODôs Head of Africa 
Programmes. Hear what Jubilee years are about, how weôre celebrating as a global and national Church and how we 
can be tangible signs of hope and build a better world together throughout this holy year. Also featuring a special song 
by Catholic Group Ooberfuse and more. More info in the New Year.  
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS   Traditionally your Offering at Christmas time is for the personal use of the Parish Priest.  
Together with the Easter Offering, this forms a significant part of his annual income.  Because this is given 
by you through the parish, it can be Gift-Aided by those who pay income tax.  There are yellow envelopes                  
available on the shelves at the back of the church for this purpose.  Also please note that there is also a 
dedicated page on the Fundraising Platform óGive As You Liveô which enables online donations to be 
made.  Thank you for your support and generosity. Our link to our dedicated Christmas Collection page is:  
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/bournemouth-corpus-christi-boscombe-christmas-collection-
2024   Or scan the QR code.  
 

VOCATIONS: "Rejoice in the Lord always." Are you filled with joy at the Lordôs invitation to serve Him in priesthood or 
consecrated life? This deep sense of joy is a sign that God may be calling you to share His love with others in a            
special way. Talk to your priest or Cn. John Cooke. vocations@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 01329 318 869 
  
INTENTIONS: For those discerning their vocation, that they may be filled with the Holy Spirit's fire and courage to live 
out their mission in service to the Gospel. Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

FOOD BANK COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS OVER THE PERIOD 23rd DEC 24 - 2nd JAN 25  The last delivery of 
food to  the YMCA Bournemouth Children's Centre, will be on  23 Dec 24. Any food kindly donated after this date,  will be 
stored and delivered to the YMCA Children's Centre on Thursday 2 Jan 25. Thank you for your continued generous support 
to families in our local community. Wishing you a very joyful Christmas. The SVP Team.  ~~~ Christmas is coming ~~~ 
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