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“Faith is a love story for people in love”, Pope Francis 
Fr. Adrian writes: The Third Sunday of Advent reminds us, as the Entrance 
Antiphon puts it, to “Rejoice in the Lord always. I say Rejoice, indeed the Lord is 
near”. The “Lord is at hand.” In what sense must we understand this “closeness of 
God”? The church, guided by the Holy Spirit, understands increasingly that the 
“closeness of God” is not a question of space and time, but rather of love: love brings 
people together. 
This coming Christmas will remind us of this fundamental truth of our faith and in 
front of the manger we shall be able to savour Christian joy, contemplating in the new 
born Jesus, the Face of God, who made himself close to us out of love. (Pope Benedict 
XVI) 
In the First Reading (Is.61: 1-2,10-11) the  writer declares that he has been sent by 
God to usher in the age of salvation. In the Second Reading (1 Thess. 5: 16-24) St 
Paul tells the Thessalonians and us! how we ought to live at peace. In the Gospel (Jn. 
1:6-8, 19-28)St John the Baptist declares he is not the Saviour. His task is to prepare 
the way for the Saviour who is already among the people, though they do not recognise 
him.  
The world changed when Jesus Christ came but we are liable to forget that unless we 
continually remember the time when Israel waited for his coming. Now that he has 
come, we can see our prayer and our words of faith and life as a way of living out our 
redemption with those special gifts that keep us always in the presence of God.  
 
WE ARE STARTING TO HAVE PUBLIC MASSES ON SUNDAYS. Numbers have to 
be limited to comply with regulations. Therefore, places have to be booked in advance. 
The Masses will be celebrated at 6:00 pm Saturday evening and 9:30 Sunday 
morning, If you are unable to come, do not worry, you are part of our community and 
God is with you.  
Please see Booking Information and designated mobile on Parish Website  
Yours with gratitude, Adrian Howell, SJ. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH: Luisa Coulthard, Anne Conway, 
David Froud, Barry Henwood, Lourdes Saunders, Joyce Smith, Carmel Rippington, Angela 
Hagley, Pat Hayden, Barbara Atkin-Spivey, Mary Atfield. 🙏                                                                                                         
THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY: Rose Smith, RIP🙏                                                                                                                                   
THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Edith Richmond, 
Philomena Nugent and Fr James Langdan SJ. RIP🙏  

 

 
The O Antiphons are so called because they each begin with "O". They are short 
antiphons that precede the Magnificat at Evening Prayer of the Church during the 



 

 

pre-Christmas Octave. Each recalls a title of the Messiah - building up a picture of the 
one who was to come and heightening our longing for the Day of the Lord. 
 
DECEMBER 17th: “O WISDOM”.  
“Wisdom reaches mightily, from one end of the earth to the other and she orders all 
things well” (Wis. 8:1) Jesus, is the Word of God, who like Wisdom “comes forth from 
the mouth of the Most High”. Like Wisdom he is awe inspiring and Infinitely 
desirable. 
 
DECEMBER 18th: O ADONAI.  Jesus is Adonai – the Lord- who gives the Law, the Law 
of Compassion and Righteousness. Our Lord Jesus is the fulfilment of that Law – 
destined to raise up not cast down. – to inspire not to quench. He is the covenant to the 
people – a light to the nations – the one who will transform our lives. 
 
DECEMBER 19th: O ROOT OF JESSE: Jesus was fully human, with ancestors: a 
royal family: Jesse being the father of King David. He is the one on whom the Spirit of 
the Lord rests and will establish the Kingdom of peace and harmony not just between 
peoples but between species – “the lion shall lie down with the lamb”. An astonishing 
vision of a world restored to the integrity of God’s creation. 
 

 

 
 

A Message from Corpus Christi Primary School 
In Pope Francis’ most recent book, Let Us Dream, he states:  
‘Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we can 
offer others.’ 
As we come to the end of the calendar year it is time to reflect on the year 2020. If ever 
there has been a time to live up to the school mission statement it has been this year. 
Corpus Christi School’s mission statement ends with the following…. we use our special 
gifts to love, serve and make the world a better place.  
I am very proud of the service the school has provided to the community during this 
period. The school sought to welcome back, safely, as many children back as possible in 
the summer term, and it was a pleasure to welcome back all of our pupils in September. 
After the lockdown in March, learning and wellbeing of our children was a priority on 
the school’s agenda. Furthermore, the school actively supported 
foodbanks during this time and the generosity of the children and 
parents has been overwhelming and uplifting. 
As we now come closer to Christmas and the year 2021, we look 
forward in hope and joy. Wishing you a Holy and peaceful Christmas 
and a joyful new year from all at Corpus Christi Primary School.  
Simon Lennon (Headteacher) 



 

 

 
UK “SHARE THE LIGHT” CAMPAIGN      

PROMOTES THE CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGE 
OF HOPE. 

Christians of all denominations in the UK are encouraged to participate in a “Share the 
Light” Christmas Campaign starting on December 21st by displaying a light in their 
windows until Christmas Day. To celebrate and thank those who have been lights to our 
nation this year and support those who have suffered physically, mentally, emotionally 
and spiritually. The aim is to light up streets, neighbourhoods and communities as never 
seen before. The lights will represent hope for those who are struggling and express 
gratitude for all those who have worked so hard to help others.  
 
“NO PANDEMIC CAN TURN OFF THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS”: POPE 
FRANCIS 
 

CAT CAROLS 
 

 
 
 

FR TONY HORAN SJ. is leading another Day of Prayer on 
DECEMBER 19th on ZOOM 

 
“CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF JESUS OUR SAVIOUR” 

If you would like to receive the link to participate please contact 
John Fallon on johnfallon@msn.com. 
 


