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“Behold the Kingdom of God is within you”. 

“This gift of seeing is a special awareness of how God moves within us, captivates us, 
surprises us, draws us, motivates us, entices us into the Kingdom, and nudges us to a 
gentleness that does not come from ourselves”. 
 
Fr. Adrian writes: Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King. Sometimes, when 
we think of a King, we think of a person who is remote from his people and who lords it 
over them. Christ the King is not like that. He lives among us and he comes not to rule 
but to serve. The Servant King who loves us and serves us: that is Jesus Christ. 
In the First Reading, (Ezech. 34:11-12,15-17) God is portrayed as someone who cares 
for his people, as a Good Shepherd. The Second Reading (1 Cor. 15:20-24,28) tells us 
that at the end of time, Christ will rule as Universal King, having overcome all hostile 
forces, including death. The Gospel (Matt. 25: 31-46) says that we are judged by how 
we have followed Christ, and showed compassion and love in our lives. The Feast of 
Christ the King reminds us again of the importance of love. God’s love for us and our 
response to  God’s love by the way we live out our lives and see Christ’s presence in each 
other. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once wrote: ”The worst disease in the world is the 
feeling of being unwanted and the greatest evil is the lack of love. What the poor need 
even more than food, clothes and shelter, is to be wanted”. Christ came among us to 
show us, that all of us matter, are important; all of us are precious, healed and 
forgiven.  
As we come to the end of the Church’s Year, in a challenging time, let us remember 
that we are people who matter and God loves us. Keep safe, prayers and blessings. 
Adrian Howell, SJ. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH: Luisa Coulthard, Anne Conway, 
Rose Smith, David Froud, Barry Henwood, Lourdes Saunders, Sally Lees, Carmel 
Rippington, Joyce Smith, Angela Hagley, Pat Hayden, Barbara Atkin-Spivey, Mary Atfield, 
Margaret McNeil and Simon Hamerton 🙏    
FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES  OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Monica Franks, 
Eillen McCarthy and Fr Edward Willoughy SJ. RIP🙏   

 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE CENTRE OF OUR STORY 

This week we celebrate the “Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe.”  The institution of this feast came soon after World War I, and so it was, 
in part, a response to the deep feelings of despair and confusion that followed the 
war, similar perhaps to what many are feeling during this difficult time of the 
pandemic. So what can we take from this feast? The most important thing is to 
decide whether Jesus really is the one who is in charge of our 
lives; the centre of our story. In the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius, Christ the King, invites us to begin a new chapter in 
our story, a change of priorities and a new the adventure in our 
lives: “Come with me and share my mission”. That means that 



everything from now on is about him, not us; about his special friends: the poor and 
disadvantaged. St. Ignatius says that the only logical response is to say “Yes, I’ll 
come with you”. But logic isn’t enough. We need to be passionate about Jesus Christ 
and his mission.  Then he will really be the centre if our lives.  

But who is this King? He was born in a stable in a small and unimportant village. 
His parents were poor and his first visitors were the poorest of people. He did not 
associate with the rich and powerful. He ate with those who were despised and 
rejected. He reached out to embrace those whom others thought of as worthless and 
sinners. He spent time with all those who were in need of love, healing and 
compassion. Like a shepherd he looked for the lost and bandaged the wounded. He 
cared for all. He gave his life for us. Where do we find Christ our King today? He is 
found in the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the suffering the homeless, the 
unemployed, the evicted… . Whatever we do for them we do for Jesus. This Feast Day 
asks us to draw on the presence of Christ who dwells in each of us. So if we open our 
eyes and hearts we will see Christ the king in everyone we meet. Then he will truly 
be the centre of our lives, every moment of everyday. Long live the King!  

THE LAST WEEK BEFORE ADVENT 
The old and the new come together this week as we bring the liturgical year to a 
close and look ahead to Advent. The daily readings, are taken from the Book of 
Revelation and from St. Luke’s Gospel. 
Revelation was written at a time when Christians were in crisis and persecuted by 
the Romans, to give them hope and encouragement in the face of their suffering. It 
is a poetic book, full of symbolism and visions but its message is clear. God knows 
what you are going through; he cares and will be there for you. Good will 
overcome evil. God will conquer sin. Jesus Christ is the “Lamb” who gave his life 
and is the Victor over death. He will be surrounded in Heaven by a multitude of 
saints, who will worship him. Suffering will be no more. So our readings this week 
from Revelation are exciting, powerful and dynamic. They encourage us to keep 
our hope alive; to “hang in there” at our time of crisis during Covid 19. God is 
there for us and with us.  
The stories in St. Luke’s Gospel follow Sunday’s call to help build the Kingdom of 
Christ by loving Jesus in our poorest brothers and sisters. During the week we 
encounter readings about the generosity if a poot widow and the warning of the 
approaching end of time. Jesus cautions that the cost of following his teaching is 
clear, “You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head 
will be destroyed.” In a dramatic look at the end time, Jesus says, “And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Jesus 
continues his message saying, “know that the Kingdom of God is near.”  



This week, then, “Our Lord reminds us that life is a journey towards eternity; 
therefore we are called to live our lives generously, without 
ever forgetting that “here we have no lasting city but we seek 
the city that is to come. (Heb. 13:14). In this perspective, 
every instant becomes precious, and so we must live and act 
on this earth, while longing for heaven: our feet on the 
ground, walking on the ground, working on the ground, 
doing good on the ground and our hearts longing for Heaven” 
(Pope Francis) Over the past weeks that thought has been 
very much in our minds and hearts as we watched the ceremonies on and around 
Remembrance day in the Royal Albert Hall, at the Cenotaph, in Westminster 
Abbey… Each time we heard the haunting strains of the hymn “I vow to thee my 
country”, written by Cecil Spring Rice and originally entitled “The City of God”. 
“And there’s another country, I heard of long ago. Most dear to them that love her, 
most great to them that know. We may not count her armies, we may not see her 
King; her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering. And soul by soul and 
silently her shining bounds increase. And her ways are ways of gentleness and all 
her paths are peace”. So the Readings this week are meant to help us prepare for 
Advent. The end of the world may not be at hand, but the Kingdom of God is 
always at hand for us, and God makes himself available to us always, in the midst 
of our daily lives with all their joys and concerns.  

MORE CHUCKLES 

 

ADVENT BOOKLETS NOWAVAILABLE 

Day by Day Advent booklets, Adults £1, Juniors and infants 80p. Please contact 
Fiona, Aidan or one of the Sisters at Church During Private Prayer: 10am-11am 
daily. 



 
 
 
 
 
	

 
	
	
	
	
 

	

	

 
 
 
 

 
 


