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No, the Pope has not changed church teaching, but he has certainly changed the pastoral 
tone with which the church approaches L.G.B.T. people: much more Christlike. 
 
Fr Adrian writes: The Readings this Sunday (32nd of the Year)remind us that all Christians 
should be light carriers – bearers of the light of Christ in our darkened world. The Gospel 
passage reminds us that we sometimes allow the precious light of Christ to grow dim or 
even to go out altogether. 
The First Reading (Wisdom 6: 12-16) sings the praise of Wisdom which can be found by all 
those who seek her. In the Second Reading (1 Thess. 4:13-18) St. Paul consoles his 
converts of Thessalonika who are worried about the fate of their loved ones before the 
return of the Lord. 
The Gospel (Matt. 25: 1-13)urges us to stay awake and always be ready to welcome the 
Lord. The early Christians believed that Jesus would return soon and take them all to 
Heaven. This made it difficult for them to accept the death of some of their friends before 
Jesus returned in glory. St Paul is reassuring them that as surely as God raised Jesus from 
the dead, Jesus will raise those who have died and present them to God in the final 
showing of the Kingdom. Today’s readings are reminding us, as Scripture often does, that 
God is part of our lives. Jesus came among us to make us whole people, holy people. He 
came to heal us, forgive us, feed us and sustain us on our journey. “Lead kindly light amid 
the encircling gloom. Lead thou me on”. As we have a very challenging month ahead of us, 
let us show Boscombe the Light of Christ. Let us trust in the Light. Let us be guided by the 
Light of Christ. We pray for each other, we pray especially for those who are alone. May 
they experience the gentle Light of Christ. Keep safe, Prayers and blessings. Adrian Howell, 
SJ. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH: Rose Smith, David Froud, Barry 

Henwood, Lourdes Saunders, Sally Lees, Carmel Rippington, Joyce Smith, Angela Hagley, 

Pat Hayden, Barbara Atkin- Spivey, Mary Atfield, Margaret McNeil and Simon Hamerton 🙏    

FOR THISE WHO HAVE DIED: Terry Walsh. 🙏 

FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES  OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Bridget Fisher 

RIP🙏   
MAKING SENSE OF A SECOND LOCKDOWN? 

The news that none of us wanted to hear, has left us with a whole range of emotions. There are, 

really, no words that can make much sense of what we are experiencing. As we look forward to 

the coming month, or months, and probably well into 202, we want to avoid theological cliches. 

We just want to stand in solidarity with one another and face an uncertain future together. 

Each one of us comes into this situation with our personal history, our sacred space. A space, a 

journey we have walked with God, when at times we might have experienced what seemed like 

God’s absence. Some of us have experienced great personal loss during this pandemic. Family 

members or friends who have died, who are in quarantine, or waiting for test result;  financial 



uncertainty, unemployment, mental health issues or relationship breakdowns, lost businesses; 

fear, concern, depression or a deep sense of loneliness. How do we begin to make sense of this 

situation? We can’t. 

But what we do know is that the God of compassion is with us in the middle of our pain and 

confusion. God knows what we are going thorough and he is “moved with compassion”. 

Compassion means to “suffer with”. When we suffer, as individuals or as a community, God 

suffers with us. When we hurt, God hurts too. Knowing that, can give us hope for tomorrow; it 

allows the light of Christ to break through our darkness. Jesus stands with us and is in our midst 

so that we can move forward confidently, knowing that he will be with us, lovingly, all the way. 

On the positive side, we have done this before and come through it, more “church”. So we can 

do it again. Here’s a tip posted by Alicia: “My three-month break from church felt almost like 

being on retreat. My faith was just me and God. Without a weekly Mass, the time I spent with 

God during the week suddenly felt a lot more important and worthwhile. I had to read his word for 

myself, and pray to him myself, and listen to him myself. As I was also cutting out social activity, 

my friendship with God also became more important. I needed God to be my best friend, which 

meant talking to him that way. So, my prayer is that for each of us, for 

whom this month of  isolation, when we are again without the 

Eucharist, becomes a time of closeness to God that is sweeter than 

any we have ever known.” So, in true Ignatian fashion, let’s take this 

second opportunity to find God everywhere, in everyone and in 

everything. AMEN. 

What Pope Francis actually said about civil unions—and why it matters. 
As shown in the documentary FRANCESCO, the Pope says: “Homosexual people have 
the right to be in a family. They are children of God and have a right to a family. 
Nobody should be thrown out or be made miserable over it. What we have to have is 
a civil union law—that way they are legally covered. I supported that.”   
The Pope’s words were in fact, two responses to two different questions, posed to 
him during two interviews, on two different occasions, in two different contexts, and 
not a single continuous comment, as it appears in the 
documentary. The Pope’s words do not touch Church 
doctrine in any way but refer to the acceptance of a 
homosexual  child in a family and a “particular arrangement 
of the state with respect to same sex couples”. 
The first reference is to a pastoral need that within a family a 
son or daughter with a homosexual orientation should never 
be discriminated against. (A response developed in Amor Laetitia  250). The second 
reference is to an interview in 2014 concerning a law in Argentina “on marriage 
equality of same-sex couples”, which the Pope, then Archbishop in Buenos Aires, 
opposed, proposing, instead, civil unions as an alternative to gay marriage, that 
would uphold their right to certain legal protections. But as the Pope has often said, 
this does not mean that he believes that same-sex couples should be allowed to 
marry. On a number of occasions, Francis has warned against threats to the 
institution of marriage and described marriage as “between a man and a woman ,” 
drawing his usual distinction between a marriage and a civil union. Accepting gay 
family members or accommodating same-sex partnerships in civil law, he said, “does 
not mean approving of homosexual acts.” 
 



Therefore it is clear that Pope Francis was referring solely to certain legal provisions 
made by states, and not to the doctrine of the Church which he has reaffirmed many 
times over the years. But has the pope changed church teaching? Not in the sense of 
altering any official doctrine. However, Pope Francis is teaching by example about 
how to be more welcoming and respectful of L.G.B.T people, pulling back from an 
interpretation of church teaching that some have argued requires consistent 
opposition to L.G.B.T. civil rights. 

Several bishops who regularly criticize the pope – which is unacceptable, and 
reminiscent of Jesus’ treatment by a group of protagonists in the Gospel narrative - 
issued statements opposing the Pope’s comments. However, many others, understand 
perfectly that Francis “strongly and consistently teaches that marriage is between a 
man and woman for a lifetime and that this is God’s plan for having and raising 
children. The Pope’s endorsement of civil unions is not an endorsement of 
homosexual activity. But Francis is very aware of the suffering and alienation of 
homosexual individuals, gay people, who are rejected by family and society.  Our task, 
is to show people that we love them and care about them and that together we can 
strive to be better people, more generous, more courageous and more faithful to what 
God is calling us to do.” 

November Day of Prayer, 
which Fr Tony Horan SJ normally leads, will be on November 21st, the topic:  "To 
Grow in Trust". We are pleased to announce that this month it will again be 
on Zoom, after the successful zooming in October, which attracted participants from 
outside our South Coast area. It will also be, as usual, on email. Jesus urged his 
disciples to be trusting in God, so it is important to  pray for that gift. If you wish to 
take part please let John Fallon know in good time on johnfallon1@msn.com,stating 
whether you wish to participate by zoom or just email. 
 

MORE CHUCKLES 
 

 

FROM NOVEMBER 5th CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 
Monday to Friday : 10:00 to 11.00 am  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Wednesday 7:00 – 8:00 pm     Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
We will continue to Livestream Sunday Mass at 9.30am 
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