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Pope Francis will sign a new encyclical on 
human fraternity at the tomb of St. Francis of 
Assisi on October 3rd. 
 

Fr Adrian writes: Today’s Readings, for the 23rd Sunday of the Year, 
are reminding us of God’s generous love of us. God’s ways are way 
above our ways,. The Lord is full of love and compassion. 
In the First Reading (Isaiah 55:6-9), the Lord takes pity on all who 
turn to him.  
In the Second Reading (Ph. 1:20-24,27), St Paul is writing from a 
prison cell and thinking of his death and his longing for complete 
union with Christ. 
The Gospel (Mtt. 20:1-16) tells a story about  the generosity of God. 
The parable of the labourers in the vineyard is one of the most 
difficult parables for us. It is well nigh impossible not to read the 
parable except through the eyes of work relations  and we thus 
sympathize with those who have worked all day. However, the 
parable is not about work relations; it is about generosity. God’s 
generosity towards us. The Kingdom of God Is a place of forgiveness 
and generosity not a place of greed and envy.  Jesus is a saying that 
God is offering the Kingdom to all on equal terms. We should rejoice 
in God’s generous love of us and his generous love of other  people. 
The parable was aimed at the Pharisees. They were critical of  Jesus 
because he befriended sinners. This parable is Jesus’ answer: God is 
generous and full of compassion. We should rejoice in God’s 
generosity and not decide who deserves it. Nobody deserves God’s 
generosity. It is a gift.  
Look after yourselves and stay safe. Adrian Howell, SJ. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH: Barry Henwood, Lourdes Saunders, 

Sally Lees, Carmel Rippington, Joyce Smith, Angela Hagley, Pat Hayden, Barbara Atkin- 

Spivey, Kalvin Thompson, Mary Atfield, Margaret McNeil,Simon Hamerton and David 

Froud 🙏    



AND FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES  OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Winifred 

and Creslaw Winiecki, Manuel Bua and Lilian Quirke. RIP🙏      

 

BIBLICAL WISDOM FOR A TIME OF PANDEMIC 
The daily readings this week are taken from the book of  ECCLESIASTES: hardly 

exciting reading for a modern reader. But given our current situation it does have a word 

of wisdom for us. The book of Ecclesiastes is an odd book. It talks about futility and the 

random, mysterious nature of life. Not exactly comforting reading. But it encourages 

God’s people to live well amidst the storm of life - and us to live well amidst COVID 19. 

The main speaker in the book, “The Teacher” answers the question: How do we live 

well despite the random, uncontrollable nature of life? Something that has everything to 

do with us and life during the current pandemic . 

The teacher suggests a way of coping. Do not waste energy on things we can’t control. 

The Teacher points out over and over again that circumstances conspire and many 

times there is no way that we can influence their outcome. “ As fish are caught in a cruel 

net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are trapped by evil times that fall 

unexpectedly upon them” (9:12) . But the Teacher’s goal isn’t to complain but to thrive 

despite the uncontrollable nature of life. We need to take to heart his observation about 

time and chance. He is saying that random things are going to happen, but stop 

agonizing about circumstances beyond our ability to control and focus instead on what 

we can control: our response. So let’s appreciate each day. No matter what the 

circumstance, each day is valuable and a gift from God.  If we have the right attitude, 

we’ll see God’s goodness in every situation and we can choose daily to focus on the good 

rather than obsessing over the bad.  

So let us thank God for BIBLICAL WISDOM in a Time of Pandemic. 

 

TOPICS FOR THOUGHT AND PRAYER 
UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL DAYS THIS WEEK 
September 21st. INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 
September 23rd. INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SIGN  
LANGUAGE. 
September 24th. WORLD MARITIME DAY 
September 26th. INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE TOTAL 
ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

PEACE: “The 2020 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Shaping Peace Together.” 

“Celebrate the day by spreading compassion, kindness and hope in the face of the pandemic. 



Stand together with the UN against attempts to use the virus to promote discrimination or 

hatred. Join us so that we can shape peace together”. 

SIGN LANGUAGE: The International Day of Sign Languages is an unique opportunity to 

support and protect the linguistic identity and cultural diversity of all deaf people and other 

sign language users. In 2020, the World Federation of the Deaf is issuing a challenge to global 

leaders. This challenge aims to promote the use of sign languages by local, national, and global 

leaders in partnership with national associations of deaf people in each country. 

MARITIME DAY:  2020 Theme: “Sustainable Shipping for a Sustainable Planet”. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the professionalism and sacrifice of the two million seafarers 

who serve on the world’s merchant fleet. Shipping has continued to transport more than 80% of world 

trade, including vital medical supplies, food and other basic goods that are critical for the COVID-19 

response and recovery .  

NUCLEAR WEAPONS present an unacceptable 

danger to humanity. The only real way to eliminate the threat 

of nuclear weapons is to eliminate nuclear weapons.  This Day 

provides an occasion for the world community to reaffirm its 

commitment to global nuclear disarmament as a priority. It 

provides an opportunity to educate the public - and their 

leaders - about the real benefits of eliminating such weapons, 

and the social and economic costs of perpetuating them.  

 

MORE CHUCKLES                          FACE, HANDS ,SPACE 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO CHURCH HELPERS 

We wish to thank our dedicated small team of helpers who weekly act as stewards and 

clean pews and church after weekday Mass. Without their support we would not be able 

to continue to have daily Mass and prayers 

Thank you to the students who are now back at uni or school and those who are now 

back at work for their commitment during the time they were able to assist.daily 

Thanks also to our team who help daily before, during and after Mass to ensure our 

church is cleaned daily. 

If any others can help please contact me on 07775868253 or at church. God Bless Aidan 

 


