
 

 

 CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH BOSCOMBE              

 OUTREACH 14: JUNE 21st,  2020 

 OUR CHURCH IS  NOW OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 10:00 am - 

11:30pm. Safety restrictions are in place to protect our parishioners.  Two stewards will be present to 

assist  anyone visiting the church to follow the guidelines. Please bring your own mask 

and gloves. Hopefully, we will be able to extend the hours of opening the church, as 

required. 

Fr Adrian writes: This Sunday is the twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time . The readings 

remind us that we are asked by Jesus to be his witnesses in the world. However, we 

often find this difficult and lack the courage to witness to our faith openly. But Jesus 

says to us what he said to his first disciples: “Do not be afraid”. Jeremiah, in the first 

reading, says that the knowledge that God was with him helped him to remain faithful 

to his difficult task as a prophet. St Paul in the second reading draws a contrast between 

Christ and Adam; sin came into the world through Adam, and abundant Grace through 

Jesus Christ. In the Gospel passage, Christ exhorts his disciples to be open and fearless 

in proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel. Priests who work in parishes are very 

lucky for we often witness much courage and persistence in witnessing to the Gospel 

and faith in Jesus Christ, in spite of many difficulties and challenges. Let us thank God 

for the courageous witness given by so many faithful people. Speaking of witness, we are 

blessed in this Parish to have the Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who witness 

to the faith by who they are and show it by what they do. This weekend we thank Sr 

Joana who is leaving our Parish next week to continue her formation in preparation for 

her final vows. She has done much for our Parish in visiting the sick, in working in our 

Parish School, in the Sacramental programmes and helping with prayer groups among 

young people. She has been a cheerful and happy witness. We thank her.  Keep safe and 

look after yourselves. Yours, Adrian Howell SJ. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH: Barry Henwood, Lourdes Saunders, 

Sally Lees, Carmel Rippington, Joyce Smith, Angela Hagley and Mary Atfield 🙏 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK: WITNESSES TO JESUS 

 



 

 

This week we celebrate a bishop, a politician, an abbess and a baby.  

MONDAY: St JOHN FISHER and ST THOMAS MORE.  

St. JOHN FISHER was to his Catholic contemporaries, a straightforward hero. A 

Chancellor of Cambridge University, a brilliant theologian, reformer, preacher, a fine 

bishop who carried out his pastoral duties with great care. But, most of all, a man who 

clearly understood the consequences of Henry VIII’s divorce for the future of the 

Catholic Church in England, and who, with absolute integrity, defied absolute power 

and paid for it with his life. “Kings usually think that they are permitted to do whatever 

pleases them, because of the magnitude of their power. Therefore it is good for these kings in 

my opinion, to submit themselves to the decrees of the church…lest perhaps they kick over 

the traces and do what they like, so long as they can weave together some appearance and 

pretence of right.” As expected from a man of such courage, conviction and with eyes fixed 

firmly on heaven, Fisher died with dignity. He spoke boldly to the crowd, telling them to be 

loving and obedient to the king; he’s a good king, he said, it’s just that in this one matter he’s 

been deceived. ST JOHN FISHER, PRAY FOR US 

ST THOMAS MORE served as an important counselor to King Henry VIII. In 1516, he 

published Utopia, a work of fiction, depicting an ideal political system in which policies are 

governed by reason and which covered such far-reaching topics as theories of punishment, 

state-controlled education, multi-religion societies, divorce, euthanasia and women's 

rights. When King Henry declared himself 'supreme head of the Church in England' - thus 

establishing the Anglican Church and allowing him to end his marriage  to Catherine of 

Aragon - More resigned the chancellorship. He continued to argue against the king's divorce 

and the split with Rome and was consequently tried for treason and imprisoned in the Tower. 

Thomas More was beheaded on July 6, 1535. His final words described himself as: "The 

king's good servant, but God's first." ST. THOMAS MORE, PRAY FOR US. 

TUESDAY: ST. ETHELDREDA was a Saxon princess who ardently embraced the faith in 

597, when St Augustine came to Kent to bring Christianity to England.Etheldreda was quite a 

revolutionary. She set free all the bondsmen on her lands and for seven years led a life of 

exemplary austerity. She devoted her energies to the service of Christ and works of mercy 

and communicated often with the clergy, inviting the most learned and godly priests and 

bishops to the court. But her long cherished dream was to become a nun and, in 673, she 

founded a monastery for both men and women on the isle of Ely and became its first Abbess. 

Her popularity began very soon after her death in 679, and devotion to her spread rapidly, as 

people received help and favours through what they were convinced was her powerful 

intercession in Heaven. She soon became the most venerated English female saint. ST. 

EHELDREDA, PRAY FOR US 

WEDNESDAY: BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. John was Jesus’ cousin who was born 

with the vocation to prepare the way for the Messiah – to prepare the hearts of the people for 

an encounter with the Lord - to discern who Jesus was and to diminish himself so that others 



 

 

would follow Jesus. Pope Francis tells us that true Christians puts themselves aside in order 

for God to be seen, as St. John the Baptist did. A Christian should be a person who can step 

aside, so that  the Lord will grow in the heart and soul of others. “We can ask for the grace to 

become a John the Baptist, in whatever way the Lord wants, to open a door for Christ today. 

The opportunities will come . We simply ask to see them – to recognize them – and to be 

given the courage and the trust to be an instrument of grace for others”. ST JOHN THE 

BAPTIST PRAY FOR US. 

THE OTHER PANDEMIC : SYSTEMIC RACISM.  “We need a new kind of 

solidarity during and beyond the viruses – corona and racism… us and God, us and 

creation, us and each other”. (Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Brisbane, Australia). All 

over the world the corona virus has exposed the ugly face of racial inequality; the legacy of 

slavery and our colonial past. LORD HAVE MERCY. Pope Francis spoke out as protests 

against racism spread across the globe: "My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to 

racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human 

life”. He also prayed for all “who have lost their lives as a result of the sin of racism." 

CHRIST HAVE MERCY. So in solidarity with all God’s children, with our own brothers 

and sisters, let our voices join the chorus: Black Lives Matter; ALL LIVES MATTER. Let 

us pray for reconciliation and healing, as well as peace and justice in the world. 

MORE CHUCKLES 

 

 

 

ON SUNDAY CLICK ONTO OUR LIVE STREAMED EUCHARIST AT 9:30 am.  

The link : http://corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/watch-mass-live/ 
At the end of Mass Fr. Adrian will bless Sr Joana on behalf of the whole Parish as we bid her "Au revoir" as she 
leaves for Rome.  

 

Decisions, decisions…. 

Who am I going to bubble with today? 

http://corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/watch-mass-live/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


