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Hello Everyone: It’s still Easter! We may need to look harder to find joy this year, but there 

are still signs of goodness and humour all around us. So let’s come together again this week 

in this way to celebrate. 

 

FR ADRIAN WRITES: 

In our lives as Catholics, we have moments when things seem dark and bleak and we feel 

alone, abandoned and isolated. We may feel we are in a storm and Jesus is asleep in the boat 

and not caring about us. It is easy to persuade ourselves that we have a strong faith when 

things are going well.  It is, however, when we feel isolated and abandoned that we realise 

that our faith is not based on feelings but on our trust in God. Our faith comes to our aid. God 

is with us. Jesus came among us. The Holy Spirit guides us. We are loved and redeemed; a 

healed people. 

The readings remind us of God’s activity in our lives. In the First Reading (Acts 6,1-7) we 

hear of the growth of the early Christian Community and how they sorted out, in a peaceful 

and just manner, the problems that arose. The Second Reading (1 Peter 2:4-9) reminds us of 

our dignity and our calling. We are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a people set apart. We 

are called to wholeness - Holiness. The Gospel (Jn. 14:1-12) tell us that, far from being 

abandoned , we are loved, healed, forgiven and that Jesus goes before us to prepare the Way. 

“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”. The Word became Flesh and dwelt among us because 

we are precious in the eyes of God. We pray for each other, we pray for our Parish. We pray 

for our sick and housebound. We pray that we may soon be able to come and pray in our 

Church. Blessings and prayers. I miss you all. Adrian Howell, SJ. 🙏💖😢 

 

LET US PRAY FOR THE SICK IN THE PARISH: Sally Lees, Carmel Rippington, Joyce 

Smith, Angela Hagley, Win Merricks, Mary Atfield, and Josephine Bua.  

ALSO FOR ALL FRONT LINE WORKERS, especially members of our Parish. 🙏 

                                     

PEOPLE OF HOPE 
We need one another to be safe, and we need one another to survive. That might mean 

sacrificing the gift of the communion we experience when we gather in prayer. That might 

mean opening myself to receive Jesus in different, but not diminished, ways. That sounds 

right, but not without a deep and lingering sadness. 

The vision of empty Churches saddens us. We long for a full Church again. We long for late 

arrivals and standing in the back, for people moving over to make room in the pews. So, we 

need to keep the fire of longing burning bright enough to make that full Church a reality once 

again. For now, we pray together in different ways, trusting that all prayer pleases God and 

draws us more fully into God’s love. 

Churches are empty these days. But even if they open up again soon, the norms of physical 

distancing will necessarily limit the way that we pray together. No more hugs and 



handshakes. No more chalices. No more songbooks, holy water fonts, or coffee after Mass. 

At least, not yet. But it will happen. So let’s keep going. 

A MESSAGE FROM CORPUS CHRISTI SCHOOL  
Oscar Romero said ‘Aspire not to have more but to be more’. I asked some of the pupils 
from our school what this meant to them and the general consensus was that we should be 
happy with what we have right now and look at the good things in life. 

We can all ‘be more’ right now, we have been given time to admire God’s creation and it’s 
wonder all around us. 
 

In Corpus Christi school the blossoms were beautiful and the bluebells seem bluer than 
ever. The buds on the big tree are bursting open and seem to touch the sky. We have the 
first olive on our olive tree and we even have a fox and her new cubs in the Reflection 
garden. The sound of birds chirping can be heard in the playground and while it will never 
replace the great excitement of children’s voices it is a wonder to hear.  
 

We miss all our pupils but are confident in the knowledge that some great work is being 
done at home. We pray for all our families and we look forward to seeing everyone back 
together in the future. God bless everyone,  Mr Lennon 
 

 

COUNTDOWN TO PENTECOST: 20 DAYS TO GO. 
PENTECOST PREPARATION 2: 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
The Acts of the Apostles, that we are reading every day during Eastertide, is all about the 

Holy Spirit in the life of the early Church. Jesus had breathed his Spirit into his followers 

after his resurrection. Then, at Pentecost, amidst wind and fire, they were filled with the Holy 

Spirit, who took up residence in and among his people. It was the Spirit who empowered 

them to be Jesus’ witnesses, “to the ends of the earth”; was the protagonist in their life and 

ministry: “And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was upon them all"; and guided their decisions: “It seemed good to the 

Holy Spirit and to us…”.    

The rest of Acts of the Apostles tells how the Mediterranean area was turned upside down by 

the preaching of the gospel by the people who had received and been filled with the Holy 

Spirit and how “in the consolation of the Holy Spirit the church grew”.  

Since then, the Holy Spirit who is the Lord and Giver of Life,  has continued to reside in, 

guide and enliven the church and her members throughout the centuries. The Spirit is always 

active whether in important and solemn moments in the life of the Church: Councils, Synods, 

the election of a Pope, or in our personal, everyday lives. The Second Vatican Council 
reminds us, too, that  the Holy Spirit is active in the world, ''outside the visible body 
of the church… in all people of good will in whose hearts grace works in an unseen 
way”.  



If we believe that the Holy Spirit was poured upon the Church at Pentecost, and we do, we 

know that the church today is still made up of “the Holy Spirit and us”. Where people are 

praying, where the church is ministering and caring, where the Gospel is being lived 

today, where people are giving their lives for the faith and for others, there the Holy Spirit 

is present. Timothy Radcliffe OP says that “the challenge of the Church is to be the sort of 

community that can speak convincingly about God, being a place of mercy and mutual 

delight, of joy and freedom… We must be strikingly different”. So let’s go for it! Veni 

Sancte Spiritus. 

THINGS TO DO IN LOCKDOWN 

 
PRAY: Spend personal time with God. Talk with Jesus. Pray for those who need our 
prayers at this time. The Rosary. 
 21st - 31st May 2020 Thy Kingdom Come Once again we are invited to join the global wave of 
prayer calling all Christians to pray between Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to 
know Jesus Christ. Excellent online Prayer resources including specific Catholic resources 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/about-us 

READ: The Scripture readings of each day. The news. https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

Reflection:11-17th May Marriage Week 2020 ‘The forever conversation.’ This year’s theme is an 
invitation to couples to reflect on their relationship now, to take stock, to ask where it’s going and 
what the future might look like https://marriage-week.org.uk/.  

WATCH: Mass online. https://www.churchservices.tv/whats-on-now/  
LISTEN:  Live streams: (Youtube Handmaids Boscombe: Adoration every day: 4:30-5:30. 
6:00 Family Prayer/Rosary)  
CONNECT: Using social media and the telephone. Connect with family, friends and those 
in the Parish who live alone. 
VISIT: Websites with spiritual resources: Thinking Faith, https://www.thinkingfaith.org/ 
The Jesuit Post,https://thejesuitpost.org/ 
 

FINALLY A TOUCH OF FELINE FUN. 
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