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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   Year C   20th December  2015. 

 

We’re almost there at the manger, and the Opening Prayer knits together both the birthing and the dying of              
Jesus. Swaddling happens to a new-born baby, and to a recently-dead body; and a risen body is un-swaddled. 
As the Opening Prayer says: “Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom 
the incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by his passion and cross 
be brought to the glory of his resurrection.” The prophet Micah speaks of Bethlehem, least of all the clans of              
Judah, as the privileged spot where Jesus is to be born, and goes on to speak these awesomely wonderful 
words: “He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of his God.” 
The Psalm asks the Lord to “come to our help”, and to “give us life that we may call upon your name”. The             
Second Reading speaks of the incarnate Christ “coming to obey your [the Father’s] will”. Then the writer of               
Hebrews goes on to explain: “This will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his body made once and 
for all by Jesus Christ”. The Gospel takes us to a village near Jerusalem when Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth, 
both pregnant with unexpected babies. Elizabeth’s welcome is so well-known: “Of all women you are the most 
blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb…Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her 
by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
Then the Preface caps it all: “The Virgin Mary longed for him with love beyond all telling. John the Baptist sang 
of his coming and proclaimed his presence when he came. It is by his gift that already we rejoice at the mystery 
of his Nativity.” 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD  If you’ve not got yours yet, please take one from the church porch today. It has daily times 
of masses and services over Christmas and New Year.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CONFESSIONS Thursday 24th after 10am mass till midday. 
 

CHRISTMAS NIGHT AND DAY MASSES     

 Children’s “Midnight” Mass is at SIX - 6pm.   

 Adult “Midnight” Mass is at NINE – 9pm, with readings & carols from 8.30pm. 

 Christmas Day Family Mass is at 9.30am.  
 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED from 12.30pm on Monday 21st December 2015 until it re-opens at 9.30am on 
Monday 4th January 2016. Sandra and Georgie wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year. Thank 
you for all the help and support we receive from the Parish.   
 

SISTER IRENE GIL ACI  who spent herself here as sacristan for well over twenty years, died peacefully early 15th              
December. She was 96. The white Eucharist altar frontal, one of her creations, is a perpetual memorial to her. May she 
rest in peace. Please remember Sister Frances and all the London ACI community. 

            We are part of Pastoral Area 21 (Bournemouth) in the Diocese of Portsmouth  -  www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/e-news/ 

CHURCH PARISH PRIEST/CLERGY TEL SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

CORPUS CHRISTI  See  above  6.00pm vigil, 9.30am, 11.00am, 5.00pm 

ANNUNCIATION,  Charminster  
ST EDMUND CAMPION, Castlepoint 

Fr Bernardine Nsom 
Deacon Barry Jennings 

513369 
 

11.00am,  6.30pm,  
9.00am   

OUR LADY IMMACULATE, Westbourne Fr Bill Wilson  764027 9.00am, 11.00am  

SACRED HEART, Bournemouth Fr John Lavers  
Deacon Roger Carr-Jones  

551013 
428451 

5.00pm vigil, 8.00am, 10.30am, 4.00pm 

Youth Council:  bournemouthcatholicyouth@hotmail.com               Churches Together in Boscombe:  http://www.ctib.community/   

Royal Bournemouth Hospital/Christchurch Hospital chaplain: Non–urgent matters, ring Chaplaincy Office directly on 01202 704221.   
Urgent/out-of-hours, Catholic duty Chaplain contacted via Switchboard on 01202 303626.    Mass 6pm  Wed  
Poole Hospital chaplain: Deacon McConville  01202 442167 (leave message) or 01202 665511 (Page RC chaplain) Mass 6.30pm Thurs 

Website:  http://www.corpuschristiboscombe.org.uk/ 

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR - See Parish Christmas card.       

mailto:wdb@jesuits.net


FOR OBVIOUS SECURITY REASONS SCHOOL CAR PARK will be locked 15 minutes after end of Saturday for 
Sunday Vigil 6pm mass, and Sunday 5pm evening mass. Please make sure you move your car promptly after mass, 
otherwise it will be locked in all night. School car park will be open for Christmas night and morning masses, but 
locked at 11am on Christmas morning. It will be open for Sunday masses over the holidays, including Saturday              
evening Vigil mass. 
 

RCIA/JOURNEY IN FAITH – RCIA  Next session Monday 21st  Dec  at 7.30pm in the Memorial Meeting Room. The 
next session after the Christmas break will be Monday 4th January 2016 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS, READERS, ALTAR SERVERS AND WELCOME MINISTERS FOR CHRISTMAS. Sign 
up sheets on the table in the church porch. Please sign up as soon as possible. Thank you.   
 

ACI FAMILY (Handmaids of the Sacred Heart) A basket for prayer petitions has been placed on altar of St Rafaela 
Mary and will be collected on the last Monday of each month, placed on the altar in the Convent, and all intentions will 
be prayed for during Adoration. They will then be destroyed, unread, at the end of the month. 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE BOX To try and keep the porch a “tidy zone” please, if you want to leave 
Christmas cards for fellow parishioners, use the Christmas Card Exchange Box. The box will not be managed by 
the Parish Office and any cards not collected by 1st week in January will be recycled.  Merry Christmas.     
 

CAFOD CAKE SALE THANK YOU  We raised £393.40! Thank you for your support. Cafod Team. 
 

~~ PLEASE TAKE YOUR COPY OF THE NEW PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE HOME TODAY~~ 
 

   THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
I was fascinated the other day when I went into Chichester Cathedral shop and found a book of              
sermons titled “Christ in a choppie box”, written by Rev Michael Sadgrove, who has just retired 
after a dozen years or so as Dean of my absolutely favourite building in all the world, Durham             
Cathedral. I’d no idea what a “choppie box” was! It turns out that it’s the feeding trough that was 
used by the pit ponies in the coal mines around the Durham area. And an ex-miner made the simple wooden 
crib figures for Durham Cathedral. So   naturally he put baby Jesus in a “choppie box”, in  other words, a feeding 
trough, a manger! So this most glorious building – which shares the same “mason-architect” as Christchurch 
Priory - has the simplest and humblest of cribs I’ve seen in any Cathedral, and catches the mood of what                
today’s feast is all about. 
 

FEAST OF ST STEPHEN – Saturday 10am mass is a special one for all our altar servers, on the Feast of their              
Patron Saint. Please remember to wear your medals! Followed by a simple celebration for them in our Parish Centre.  
 

THERE ARE NO CONFESSIONS on Saturday 26th, but there is a Vigil mass at 6pm for the Feast of the Holy Family. 
 

ROAD CLOSED For legal reasons we are obliged to close the private road to the Church (From the main                   
Christchurch Road) for 24 hours once a year. This year it will be close Monday 28th December after 10am Mass. 
Please ensure you do not park/leave your car where you may not be able to move it. Thank you. 

 

                          HOLY FAMILY  – Sunday 27th December 2015 

I reckon the very best gift our Loving Lord can give to a couple is a child.  You and I are each and 
every one a product of the co-creative love of our mums and dads, graced with the most                      
awesomely precious, priceless, uniquely new human individual.  One of the biggest senses of loss 
is when a couple longing for a child for one reason or another cannot have one of their own. And 

doubly-blessed are those children who’ve been adopted and welcomed into the family of such a couple. In the 
First Reading today Hannah didn’t expect to have a child, then she did: just read her story.  
Home is a holy place, the original mini-church, the place where each of us was nurtured, cuddled, treasured, 
where we learned our value. Just as our parents lavished love upon us, they learned that talent from the simple 
fact that’s mentioned in the Second Reading today. “Think of the love that the Father has lavished upon us, by 
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we are.” And Christian family is rooted in the two simple 
commandments spoken of in that same reading: “God’s commandments are these: that we believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and that we love one another as he told us to.” 
Like Mary, every mum – and dad, if they’re honest! – “Stores up all these things in her/his heart”.  The Gospel 
today tells of the story of when Jesus chose to get lost, and was away from Mary and Joseph for three days. A 
bit like a young teenager establishing independence from mum and dad! They’re worried out of their minds, but 
Jesus takes it in his stride. You parents never cease to amaze me in the 24/7 love you show to your family, no 
matter what. You’re a daily living Year of Mercy! 
 

HOLY FAMILY  Bishop Philip has a Pastoral Letter today (27th). The Bishop has decided, after consultation, to             
establish this Feast of the Holy Family as an annual day of prayer for the victims of abuse and for all who work in the 
ministry of safeguarding.  Copies will be available in the church porch.  
 

QUIET HOLY HOUR TO WELCOME IN THE NEW YEAR A really good way of starting the New Year is to come 
along to the quiet Holy Hour from 11pm to midnight this Thursday night (31st). This Holy Hour will replace First Friday 
afternoon exposition, and First Sunday Holy Hour. 



CHRISTMAS CRIB COLLECTION - All monies put in our POOR BOX whilst the crib is out will be given to Friends of 
the Holy Land. This year, with the encouragement of Bishop Philip, our parish will be donating crib offerings to the 
Friends of the Holy Land. Every penny will help the poorest Christian families, especially in and around Bethlehem, 
the West Bank, Gaza and Israel, with education, employment, health and housing costs and initiatives. FHL is               
non-political and ecumenical. For further information, please take a leaflet by the crib and keep our brothers and             
sisters in the Holy Land in your prayers at this time. 

 
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD – 1

st
 January 2016 

NEW YEAR’S DAY – FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD - FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 
Mother of God, Mother of Mercy, for our God is defined by his mercy, or loving-kindness. There’s a phrase 
towards the end of the “Benedictus” – the prayer first uttered by Zechariah, father of John the Baptist – which 
echoes this great gift of mercy.  It speaks of “the loving-kindness of the heart of our God, who visits us like the 

dawn from on high”. So as we come to the first dawn of 2016, dedicated to the Year of Mercy, we pray for one               
another that we may continue to grow into this great gift of mercy, so that our attitudes and relationships and actions 
show that tenderness and compassion to all whose lives we touch each day. 
All three short Readings at mass, plus the Psalm, have phrases that might stick in your heart and mind, so please 
feel free to take a copy of the mass leaflet home with you, so you can mull over the passages at your leisure. 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – Sunday 3rd January 2016 
Happy New Year! I never make New Year resolutions myself, as I’m so bad at keeping them.  What I 
do is to try to live each day to the full as a fresh, one-off gift from our Loving Lord, and try to be as 
kind and compassionate as I can to all I meet and greet. And, yes, I know I don’t always even                
manage that!! 

This year we don’t even get twelve days of Christmas before we celebrate the Epiphany. And the children will 
be back at school tomorrow. But what’s important about this feast is that you and I “open our                                     
treasures” [Gospel], as did those wise folk from the East. We’re all called to delight in the simple fact that we 
share the “mystery” of the Good News [Second Reading], which has spread throughout the world. What matter 
is that you and I “come to your light”, and “grow radiant, our hearts throbbing and full” [First Reading] at such 
Good News. The Psalm is also encouraging: “For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are              
helpless. He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor.” And “In his days justice shall flourish and 
peace till the moon fails.” 
 

THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS – Solemnity - Titular Feast of the Society of Jesus will be celebrated on              
Monday 4th Jan at 10am Mass 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Please pick up your new rota from the back Sacristy. Aidan 
 

WELCOMERS - Please pick up your new rota from the back Sacristy. Regina 
 

READERS  - Please pick up your new rotas from the Sacristy. Tessa   
 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION - Next session will be on Friday 8th January 2016 in the Parish Centre 
at 7.00pm - 8.30pm  
 

CORPUS CHRISTI SCHOOL MASS at 9.00am on Wednesday 6th Jan 2016. 
 

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL will hold a voluntary retiring collection after each mass next weekend.(9/10 Jan)  
 
BOSCOMBE ANGELS IN SERVICE TRAINING AT ROSEBERY PARK BAPTIST CHURCH TUESDAY 19th JAN 
at 7.30pm This project, set up by Churches Together in Boscombe over 5 years ago, continues to be a               
practical, caring, Christian presence on Friday nights on the precinct. You are welcome to join the existing team 
and the new volunteers at this meeting. To find out more  Email: boscombeangels@googlemail.com   or call                
07852 335127 or check us out on Facebook. 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY  There are booklets about this on the shelves at back of church, only 50p each, They 
give you plenty of ways into prayer for the year.   
Bishop Philip has now opened the Door of Mercy at St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth. There is a second Door of  
Mercy at Our Lady and St Edmund’s, Abingdon. All are invited to go on pilgrimage to these Holy Doors during the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. A plenary indulgence may be obtained. To find out more, including about indulgences, go to: 
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/holyyearofmercy. 
 

LIVING PRAYER BOOKLETS – APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER 
Only £1.50 a copy from shelves at back of church.  They give you all year access to our Holy Father Pope Francis’s 
prayer intentions, and a pull-out leaflet for each month, plus much more prayer material. Excellent value! 
 

CARITAS–Diocese of Portsmouth The new website of Caritas has recently gone live – please see 
www.caritasdioceseofportsmouth.org.uk. There is information here about recent initiatives, including a trip to ‘the  
Jungle’ migrants’ camp in Calais and a monthly newsletter from the Justice, Peace and Social Responsibility Team. 
There are also ways to get involved detailed on the website.  

mailto:boscombeangels@googlemail.com


CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BOSCOMBE - WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY.  18th - 22nd January  
Theme:  Salt and Light. The material was prepared by the Christians of Latvia and adapted by the Britain and Ireland 
writers group. Today, Latvia is a crossroads where Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox regions meet. Because 
of this unique location, it is home to Christians of many different traditions, but no single one of them is dominant. 
Gathered together by the Archbishop of Rīga, members of a variety of church communities and projects in Latvia were 
asked to reflect on the chosen theme together.  
Services are as below all starting at midday lasting 30 minutes and followed by a soup and roll lunch. 
Mon 18 Jan.  Corpus Christi. 
Tues 19.  St Andrews. 
Wed 20. St Georges. 
Thurs 21. Boscombe Baptist. 
Fri 22. Rosebery Park. 
 
BOSCOMBE ANGELS IN SERVICE TRAINING at Rosebery Park Baptist Church Tuesday 19th January at 7.30pm  
This project, set up by Churches Together in Boscombe over 5 years ago, continues to be a practical, caring, Christian 
presence on Friday nights on the precinct.  You are welcome to join the existing team and the new volunteers at this 
meeting. If you wish to find out more about what we do  contact  Email: boscombeangels@googlemail.com   Mobile: 
07852 335127 or check us out on Facebook. 

      
ECHOES COMES TO SACRED HEART, BOURNEMOUTH. What is Echoes? Echoes is a parish-based training 
programme for handing on the Faith.  The program builds a sense of parish community and shared responsibility 
for the work of handing on the Faith, while also providing a rounded formation in the central aspects of the               
Catholic Faith and how to transmit this to others in different contexts. The program will lead the participants to 

appreciate even more the treasure of the Faith, and will equip them for handing on Christ in His Church to others.  
Want to know more about Echoes? Beginning in January 2016, the Dominican Sisters of the New Forest will be             
offering the Echoes parish-based training programme at Sacred Heart parish in Bournemouth. Echoes is open to           
everyone who would like to know more on how to hand on the Faith to others. An introductory (first session) will take 
place on Wednesday, 6

th
 January (2016) at 7:00 pm at Sacred Heart Church. The Echoes parish-based training 

programme will run each Wednesday for approximately 12 weeks. 
Want To Register for Echoes?To register, please contact either your local parish office or Sacred Heart Church on 
01202 411140 or e-mail office@sac-heart.org providing your name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
 
HEARTS ON FIRE OPEN MEETING CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH CENTRE  WED 20TH JAN 2016 7.30PM  
This meeting is an opportunity for us to explore how to continue finding ways to meet God in our daily lives in 2016. 
Since our Hearts on Fire Mission week last summer, Fr Tony is currently running two courses on ‘Adventuring into 
Prayer’ as well as a day once a month, on Ignatian Spirituality at St Joseph’s Christchurch. We recently celebrated a 
Thanksgiving Mass. Please come and share your thoughts on what you would like to see happen next with others 
from the parish and with Frs Simon Bishop SJ and Fr Gerard Galen SJ who will be visiting us from London.  
 

TRAVELLING OVER CHRISTMAS?  TRY Pray as you go www.pray-as-you-go.org/   It is a daily prayer            
session, designed for use on portable MP3 players, to help you pray whenever you find time, but particularly 
whilst travelling to and from work, study, etc.  
 

CAFOD Portsmouth Supporters’ Meeting Join us at our next meeting on Sat 23 January 2016 from 10am until 1.30pm 
at St Bede’s RC Primary School (Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX) where we will explore our Lenten resources 
and hear more about CAFOD’s water programmes in Uganda.  To book a place please ring 01252 329385 or email 
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk by 15 January 2016.  
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS  Completion of ‘CONFIRMATION OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICE’ or SIF Forms 
Please put your completed form (complete attendance box  & contact details) into an envelope with a separate                
covering letter that states  your regularity to Mass, how long you have worshipped at Corpus Christi and if you do any 
activity in the parish. All St Peters forms will be sent directly to the school - forms for other Primary schools will need to 
be picked up from the Parish Office. Please check the return date for your school application.    
 

PARISH HALL HIRE  Special rates for parishioners and regular  
bookings. Contact Aidan Foy, Property Manager  07775868253  
or 01202 425286 (EXT 5) email: ccparishcentre@gmail.com 

MONTHLY SUMMARY: November.   

Thank you!  

Society of Jesus Reg. Charity No. 230165 

Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No. 246871 

STANDING  

ORDERS/ DD  

GIFT AID 

ENVS 

ENVS LOOSE 

PLATE 
TOTAL Target 

£9,535.00 

£ 2543.00 £ 3796.94 £ 383.76 £ 2463.90 £ 9187.60 -- £ 347.40 

GIFT AID CLAIMED DURING THE MONTH: £1734.55 
     MONEY BACK FROM THE GOVERNMENT!! If you are a UK taxpayer please consider Gift Aiding your donation, 
so parish can reclaim 25p for every £1 donated eg: your gift of £10 becomes £12.50!  To join the Gift Aid scheme, please 
give contact details to Georgie in the office. Or use the yellow GA envelopes (back of church).   

STANDING ORDERS  (Can be Gift Aided)  Setting up a standing order.  You will need  the parish bank details,              
which are:   Sort code 30-93-04.  Parish            Account number: 01786041.            (“It’s so easy to do!!”) 

mailto:office@sac-heart.org

